MINUTES OF THE PSAA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEETING HELD ON 10.10.2012 AT 3.00 P.M.
AT ASSOCIATION’S OFFICE, KARACHI
Present:

Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee 



Chairperson 
Mr.Tariq Haleem



Vice Chairman
Mr.M.Younus Vayani



Executive Committee Member

Mr.M.H.Khokhar



Executive Committee Member

Capt.Sikander Kazi



Executive Committee Member

Mr.Ovais-ur-Rehman



Executive Committee Member 

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar


Special Invitee

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal



Secretary General 

Mr.Syed Tahir Hussain


Deputy Secretary 

Regrets:

Mr.Bilal-ur-Rehman



Executive Committee Member

Capt.Javed Iqbal



Executive Committee Member 

Capt.K.Asad Sarfaraz 


Executive Committee Member

Mr.Kareem Ispahani



Executive Committee Member 




A meeting of the Executive Committee was held at 3.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 10.10.2012 at Association’s office, Karachi. 

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal welcomed all to the first Executive Committee meeting for the term 2012-13.

Matters arising

a) SRB-PRA 
Since Mr.Bilal-ur-Rehman was not present, Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar elaborated his point of view that since Shipping Lines/Agents are headquartered/domiciled in Sindh and render their services to their non-resident foreign Principals therefore PRA does not have any jurisdiction/right to impose tax liability.

After reading the PRA scope of tax definition (that tax is payable on services provided by Shipping Agents as apportioned on the basis of loadable or unloadable cargo originating from or destined to the territory of Punjab), it was felt by all present that Mr.Bilal’s point of view is not tenable.  

Mr.M.H.Khokhar informed both SRB and PRA have equal rights which implies that members of PSAA have to discharge their tax liabilities towards both tax authorities.

Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee informed regarding similar issue being faced by Freight Forwarders. She contended that Freight Forwarders, whose registered office is in the province of Punjab, should pay tax to PRA and similarly those who have their registered office in the province of Sindh should pay tax to SRB.

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar suggested continuation of engagement with PRA and SRB and meantime keep following SRB’s Circular No.8 of 2012 issued on 24th September, 2012.

Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee asked Mr.Amir Ali Jamal to arrange a meeting with Mr.Shakaib A.Qureshi, Chairman, SRB.     

b) Member’s Directory, 2013
Mr.Amir Ali Jamal presented email dated 25.09.2012 from Mr.Cyrus Cowasjee mentioning that placing advertisements in the Members’ Directory is not a right approach for a responsible association. 

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar suggested explaining him the whole concept and exercise behind including advertisements.       
(2)

Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee asked Mr.Amir Ali Jamal to send her budget estimates of Member’s Directory in order to reply Mr.Cyrus Cowasjee.

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar suggested apart from Ports & Shipping Sector entities we should also approach banks, courier companies, ship chandlers, etc. for advertisements. 

1) To confirm minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held on 12.09.2012. 
 

The minutes of the above meeting were approved by all present. 

 

2) To elect two women on reserved seats on the Executive Committee (if any).
Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed the meeting that as per Trade Organizations Rules, 2007 he invited nominations from all Members regarding two reserved seats for women entrepreneurs on the Executive Committee. There was no response/interest from the Members. Therefore, these seats shall remain vacant for this term 2012-2013.

 

3) To pass a resolution to include signatures of incoming Chairman and Vice Chairman as authorized signatories to operate PSAA Account.  
The Executive Committee resolved that henceforth PSAA’s Current Account No.0010011535760017 with Allied Bank, New Queens Road Branch will be operated jointly by any two of the following persons:   

a)
Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee


Chairperson
b)
Mr.Tariq Haleem


Vice Chairman

c)
Mr.Amir Ali Jamal


Secretary General 

4) To approve schedule of Executive Committee meetings for the term 2012-2013. 
Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed the participants that as per procedure we have to approve schedule of Executive Committee meetings for the term 2012-2013 which was approved (attached as Annexure-A).

5) To approve plan of activities for the term 2012-2013.

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed the participants that as per procedure we have to approve plan of activities for the term 2012-2013 which was approved (attached as Annexure-B).

6) To appoint PSAA nominees on the FPCCI on the Executive Committee and General Body for the term 2013. 

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed the meeting that FPCCI has invited nominations of PSAA representatives on its Executive Committee and General Body for the term 2013. He added there is one reserved seat on the Executive Committee and two seats on the General Body for which we have to submit names to FPCCI.   

It was unanimously decided to nominate Mr.Tariq Haleem, Vice Chairman on the Executive Committee. 

It was unanimously decided to nominate Mr.Tariq Haleem, Vice Chairman, and Mr.Ovais-ur-Rehman, Executive Committee Member, on the General Body. 

Both nominees consented to such nominations. As a result following resolutions were adopted:

a) Resolved that Mr.Tariq Haleem of M/s.Bulk Shipping & Trading (Pvt) Ltd. is hereby nominated as PSAA nominee on the Executive Committee of the FPCCI for the term 2013. Mr.Tariq Haleem has consented to such nomination and he is otherwise qualified.

b) Resolved that and Mr.Tariq Haleem of M/s.Bulk Shipping & Trading (Pvt) Ltd. and Mr.Ovais-ur-Rehman of M/s.Globelink Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd. are hereby nominated as PSAA nominees on the General Body of
(3)

FPCCI for the term 2013. Mr.Tariq Haleem and Mr.Ovais-ur-Rehman have consented to such nominations and they are otherwise qualified.

7) Any other business with the permission of the Chair. 

a) Revision of KPT Container Manual: Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed the participants that outgoing Chairman, Capt.Javed Iqbal, so far has attended one preliminary meeting with Acting Traffic Manager, Mr.Ali Mardan Abbasi, on this issue and more meetings are expected. 

It was decided to nominate Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee, Chairperson onto this committee on behalf of PSAA.   

b) FAP berth hire charges: Mr.Amir Ali Jamal presented Admiral S.H.Khalid’s letter dated 05.10.2012 requesting PSAA to raise issue of double payment of berth hire to PQA and FAP by M.M.Marine Services.  
Mr.Amir Ali Jamal added members namely EastWind Shipping, General Shipping, WMA Shipcare Services are facing similar situation: 

He added that FAP has ceased to charge berth hire with effect from April, 2011 whereas PQA is charging it but the matter is sub-judice since PQA and FAP are in litigation with each other.

Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar informed PQA and FAP are discussing “out of court” settlement so hopefully matter will be resolved by the end of this year.

c) Security situation around Ports (KPT & PQA): Mr.Tariq Haleem informed regarding bad law and order situation around Karachi Port (East and West Wharves) whereby dacoity, robbery, vehicle and mobile phone snatching are taking place frequently. 

Mr.Younus Vayani also informed that situation in Port Muhammad Bin Qasim is not different. 
The Chairperson asked the Secretary General to write to Inspector General of Sindh Police in this regard.   
d) Sindh Sales Tax on Services: Mr.Amir Ali Jamal presented email dated 02.10.2012 from Mr.M.H.Khokhar saying that their Principals are being subject to payment of SST twice i.e. indirectly they are paying to Ports and Terminals on their gross bills and also paying directly on the commission charged on the net ocean freight amount of C&F import or export cargo on tax liability of Ship’s Agents. 
Mr.Amir Ali Jamal briefed the meeting on the background of these liabilities that Federal Government has introduced FED in budget 2004-2005 on commission charged by Shipping Agents on the net ocean freight amount of C&F export for such services provided by him. After the introduction of Sindh Sales Tax on Services Act, 2011 in July, 2011 the same is being collected by SRB with addition of word “import”. In Federal Budget 2009-2010, FED was introduced on Ports and Terminals which is now being collected by SRB from Ports and Terminals. Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee opined these are totally two different liabilities and, therefore, she did not agree with Mr.M.H.Khokhar and informed that she will study this issue further and revert.  
e) PQA Tariff: Mr.Tariq Haleem informed that there is a need to remove ambiguity in the tariff citing the example of M.V.Orbit, which sailed on 28.11.2010 under his company’s agency. The vessel was shifted on agent’s request to outer anchorage and waited for change of ownership and sailed after paying outer anchorage dues. Instead of treating it as normal sailing (as vessel did not re-enter port) PQA collected shifting charges. Despite hectic follow-up by the agent and PSAA, PQA is not refunding the amount being charged.  

There being no other business, the meeting terminated at 17:00 hours with a vote of thanks to the Chair.

Confirmed

Date: _________  





Chairman:___________
         
